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Welcome to Smarty Plants! In this Newsletter, we hope to jump-start
your garden activities with plant suggestions, design ideas, and general “to
do” (or "not to do") lists. The main points, are in black, and if you are
rushed for time, you can just read those. If you want the juicy, nerdy
details, you can read the descriptions in green.
Newsletters arrive on the 1st and 8th of each month
1st: "What's Blooming?" plus an interactive plant presentation.
8th: “What can I do?” with ideas to take your garden to the next level
Feel free to bring a friend. And come on into the Garden!

June 8, 2022

Apart from planting new plants (I hope you’ve been having fun in the
garden center!) and thinking about what sort of plant trouble to get
into next, the main job in the June garden is maintenance, so that
things don’t get out of control later in the summer when it’s hot and
summer activities are at their zenith. A little work now goes a long
way later.
Weed.
Yeah, I know… not a lot of fun, although it can be a nice mindless
break from the world sometimes. But getting ahead of the weeds now
means they won’t be six feet tall and require a crowbar to dig out in a
few months. It also means you will get rid of them before they set
seed, which means fewer weeds in the future. As the years go by, I
start to get the impression that a lot of gardening is about making
things easier for your future self- hence the expression, “Live as
though you could die tomorrow, garden as though you will live
forever”, I suppose.
One more thing about weeding- if you have weeds that spread via
underground runners, like Bishop’s Weed, for example, (you’ll know
them by the web of runners just under the soil) don’t pull them, as

tempting as it may be. These types of plants can regenerate from just
a tiny bit of root, so by pulling them you essentially create more.
These types of weeds are the hardest to get rid of and require
smothering with black plastic or cardboard, constantly cutting them
back to ground level until exhausted (the plant, although you may be,
too!) , or more drastic measures. Just don’t pull them up unless you
are prepared to get every last bit of root out.
Prune dead wood where you see it.
As I mentioned last month, by now most everything will have leafed
out if it’s going to, so the dead wood will be easy to spot.
If you have Montauk Daisies (Nipponanthemum nipponicum), early
June is a good time to cut them back by about a third. Since they
flower in October, that will give them time to regroup so they can
flower, but also allow them to thicken up so they aren’t so lanky in
the fall. If you don’t have a Montauk Daisy and have the space (they
get to be 3-4’ wide), I recommend them!

Stand back and assess your garden.
Are there any gaps that need filling? Do you have stepping stones in
the right places? Are there too many plants of one color? Do you have
any hardscape needs? (If the answer to the latter is yes, good
landscape contractors book up really early so start looking around for
one now.)

Take a break and appreciate your hard work.
I know I’m a broken record on this, but if you don’t, who will? It’s
what I call the dust bunny theory. You are expecting company, so you
tidy up the house and vacuum any dust bunnies that you see. When
the people arrive, that one dust bunny that you missed is bound to
show up, and do you get credit for all the dust bunnies that you
vacuumed up? No, you just get judged on the one that’s still there.
My point is, only you know how many weeds there were before you
spent that afternoon in the garden, so pat yourself on the back and
appreciate what you have done. Be your own biggest fan!

Enjoy the rest of the month- See you in July!.
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