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Welcome to Smarty Plants! In this Newsletter, we hope to jump-start
your garden activities with plant suggestions, design ideas, and general “to
do” (or "not to do") lists. The main points, are in black, and if you are
rushed for time, you can just read those. If you want the juicy, nerdy
details, you can read the descriptions in green.
Newsletters arrive on the 1st and 8th of each month
1st: "What's Blooming?" plus an interactive plant presentation.
8th: “What can I do?” with ideas to take your garden to the next level
Feel free to bring a friend. And come on into the Garden!

February 8, 2022

Hello again!
Welcome to February Part 2, all about what you can do in the garden
this month. There’s not a lot to do outside this month, we are still in
the planning phase of winter, but there are some things…
First, the things you can do outside:
-Walk around outside and observe.
If you have been following the advice from last month’s newsletter,
you have been thinking about where you might want to incorporate
hardscape or more fixed elements in the garden for winter interest,
like pergolas or sculpture. Now is the time to see what that would be
like in “real life” by going out into the garden. If there is snow on the
ground, all the better. Create the outline of the new spaces with your

feet- you can look at it from the window later. Stand in the space and
imagine the changes. Think about the size of any garden furniture
that you may have and how it relates to the space. Does it need to be
bigger? (It often does, furniture and the space you need around it
always takes more than you think.) You’ll find that your ideas will
quickly go from 2D to 3D by doing this, and you’ll be able to start
narrowing down what you want.
-If you have a Witch Hazel that blooms in the spring like
‘Arnold’s Promise’ (Hamamelis x intermedia ‘Arnold’s
Promise’) you can cut branches now to force them. Forcing
Witch Hazel is very simple- just cut a branch and bring it inside and
put it in warm water. The flowers will bloom and smell so sweet! The
shrub/small tree itself can bloom outside as early as late
February/early March, and it’s just the pick-me-up that we need at
that time of year. So, to add my two cents. If you don’t have one yet,
a good project would be to figure out where you might be able to fit
one! See the plant presentation link in last week’s newsletter for
details.

And now, things you can do inside, when you are ready to warm up.

Go ahead and get yourself the beverage of your choice, I’ll wait…
It’s time to look through seed catalogues!
If you have ever bought plants or seeds through the mail, you have
probably been inundated with seed catalogues over the last few
weeks. Now is a great time to look through them and place an order,
even if you won’t be planting them for awhile. Like everything else
during the pandemic, some seeds are in short supply, and if you want
to grow potatoes or onions (I definitely recommend growing potatoes,
it’s a lot of fun!) you will want to make sure you secure the starter
plants/seed potatoes soon, because they run out quickly.
When you look through the seed catalogues, think about which seeds
you’ll want to direct sow in the garden (like Nasturtiums, Morning
Glories and Peas) and which you might want to start inside to get a
jump on the season, like Tomatoes, Marigolds, and Peppers. Some
seeds you can start inside now, so it’s worth ordering as soon as
possible.
You may need to know your average last frost date to gauge when
you can start your seeds. If you aren’t sure, here’s a link to a site that
can help you: https://www.almanac.com/gardening/frostdates
If you need seed company recommendations, here are a few good
ones:
https://www.johnnyseeds.com
https://www.rareseeds.com
https://www.veseys.com
Your garden center may have some, too.

Some of the many…
If you are really impatient, I have become obsessed with these inside
gardens in the past year or so. It’s amazing what you can grow in a
small space:
https://www.clickandgrow.com
I think that’s probably enough to be going on with… Enjoy your seed
catalogues! The real work starts next month…

These were planted about 3 weeks ago and are off to a good start!
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their owners.
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