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Welcome to Smarty Plants! In this Newsletter, we hope to jump-start
your garden activities with plant suggestions, design ideas, and general “to
do” (or "not to do") lists. The main points, are in black, and if you are
rushed for time, you can just read those. If you want the juicy, nerdy
details, you can read the descriptions in green.
Newsletters arrive on the 1st and 8th of each month
1st: "What's Blooming?" plus an interactive plant presentation.
8th: “What can I do?” with ideas to take your garden to the next level
Feel free to bring a friend. And come on into the Garden!

April 8, 2022

Hello again!
Have you been enjoying the spring garden? Are you ready to get out
there and get your hands dirty? What follows are some suggestions of
things that you can do in the garden this month. However, please
remember that this is supposed to be fun, so pick what excites you!
And remember, as someone, perhaps Rudyard Kipling, once said,

“Gardening is a matter of keeping your enthusiasm up until your back
gets used to it.”
So pace yourself! Ok, here goes:
Mulch now, if you’re going to.
Whether you use the old stems and leaves from the garden (see

March 8 edition for more), pine needles, or bark mulch, now is the
best time to put it down. Before too much more time has gone by, the
plants will have grown to a point where they will be too big to
comfortably spread mulch around and it will take much longer. When
mulching, make sure that the material doesn’t touch the crown (the
base where the leaves and stems are coming from) because that can
often encourage rot.
If you have Peonies, put peony cages on now.
Peonies are wonderful plants, with masses of huge, heavy blooms. As
a result, the stems tend to flop to the ground unless they are given
extra support. Peony cages are available at most garden centers, or
you can fashion your own from sturdy sticks and twine. It probably
seems silly to stake them now, since they are probably just a few
inches tall at this point, but they grow fast and can get away from you
quickly. I promise it will only look silly for a week or two, then you’ll
be glad you did it, as it’s a fight if you wait too long!

Put peony hoops on before they grow too much more than this.
Prune roses and other shrubs now.
If you’re nervous about that, not sure what might be dead and what is
not, just wait another few weeks, because it’ll be more apparent after
the leaves come out.
Make a sun chart.
Try taking a picture of the garden from one vantage point every hour
from sunrise to sunset (I know, easier said than done, sometimes).
This will give you a good idea of which areas are sunny and which are
shady in the spring, so when you’re shopping for plants you’ll be able
to choose the right plants for the right conditions. If you are extra
motivated, you can do it again in July and see the difference. Your
plants will thank you for it.
Well, after that last one, you’ll probably wish you had never started
reading this, but I promise it’s useful! However, if it doesn’t sound
interesting to you, don’t do it! Go outside and enjoy the spring smells
and sights, take a deep breath of fresh air, and just enjoy. We made
it!
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