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Welcome to Smarty Plants! In this Newsletter, I hope to jump-start your
garden activities with plant suggestions, design ideas, and general “to do”
(or "not to do") lists. The main points, are in black, and if you are rushed
for time, you can just read those. If you want the juicy, nerdy details, you
can read the descriptions in green.
Newsletters arrive on the 1st and 8th of each month:
1st: "What's Blooming?" plus an interactive plant presentation.
8th: “What can I do?” with ideas to take your garden to the next level
Feel free to bring a friend and come join me in the Garden!
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Happy March!
Here in New England, we have four seasons: Almost Winter, Winter,
Still Winter, and Road Construction. But while we may still be in
“Still Winter”, the plants are staring to think about coming back to
life. Some of the action you can’t see, because it’s underground, or
happening on a microscopic level. But if you look really closely, you
can see the leaf or flower buds on some shrubs and trees starting to
swell, and some early bulbs are starting to come up.
Here is a list of a few of the plants that you might notice trying to get
a head start on Spring:
Witch Hazel (spring flowering): Hamamelis x intermedia ‘Arnold

Promise’.
I wrote about this last month, saying that you could force the
blossoms inside. Well, now, you don’t need to bring it inside to enjoy
the blooms. Witch Hazel blooms reliably in March and sometimes
even February, covering itself with miniature cheerleader-like yellow
pom-poms that, on a warm day, smell heavenly. They come out
before the leaves so they create quite a stunning display. And, given
the low late winter temperatures, they tend to last a long time. Plant
one near the entrance to your home or by a window that you often
look out of, and it’ll make you happy every day.

Early bulbs:
Aconites (Eranthis hyemalis). These little yellow stars always surprise
me. They are small and mighty and show up just when you’re least
expecting them.

Snowdrops (Galanthus).
These harbingers of spring always make my day when I spot the first
one. Part of the reason is that I finally got smart and planted some in
the area of the garden that gets sun earliest in the spring. Before
that, they were closer to the house - my brilliant idea to have them
right where I would see them as I walked in. In actual fact, however,
that area always had a lot of snow from the roof piled there, so they
never had a chance. Live and learn!

Squill (Scilla siberica).
This beauty shows up at the end of March, and blooms shortly
thereafter. While not invasive, it does colonize, which is nothing but a
good thing.

Are you seeing other plants starting to show signs of life? I’d love to
hear about them. Around here, it’s a short but mighty list. Have you
heard of the Victoria Flower Count? Every year, around the first week
in March, the residents count the flowers in their gardens and report
the number. There are competitions for the neighborhoods that have
the most! Here’s a link if you want to find out more.
https://flowercount.com In the mean time, enjoy the new signs of life
and see you next week!

For an interactive list of plants for Month, click here.
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