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Welcome to Smarty Plants! In this Newsletter, I hope to jump-start your
garden activities with plant suggestions, design ideas, and general “to do”
(or "not to do") lists. The main points, are in black, and if you are rushed
for time, you can just read those. If you want the juicy, nerdy details, you
can read the descriptions in green.
Newsletters arrive on the 1st and 8th of each month:
1st: "What's Blooming?" plus an interactive plant presentation.
8th: “What can I do?” with ideas to take your garden to the next level
Feel free to bring a friend and come join me in the Garden!

June 1, 2022

Happy June!
Here we are, in the thick of things. The plants are blooming, it’s hard
to give each of them the attention that they deserve. So I’m going to
start with a story. One of my biggest mistakes that I have ever made,
as far as plant placement goes, was in the very beginning when I
finally got my hands on a much sought after, buttery yellow, ‘Father
Hugo’ rose (Rosa hugonis) one fall. I knew just where I wanted to
plant it- on top of a stone retaining wall, in full view of the kitchen
window where I could admire it. In it went, where it turned into a
beautiful specimen and flowered profusely each year for many years.
The trouble was, I had forgotten that I had a buttery yellow Scotch
Broom (Cytisus scoparius), also a beautiful example of its species, at

the base of the same wall. Year after year they flowered at the same
time, both beautiful, but without anything contrasting with them,
neither of them stood out as anything special. As Gilbert and Sullivan
said, “If everybody’s somebody then no one’s anybody” I didn’t have
the courage to dig one out, it was too much like Sophie’s Choice. So I
lived with them, year after year, until my face-palmed forehead was
tired of the abuse. Luckily, I guess, I ended up having to put a fence
post where the Broom was, and the Father Hugo eventually died. But
it’s a cautionary design tale to think about making your plants really
shine by choosing good neighbors for them.
Can I say “but I digress” if I wasn’t really talking about something
else, first?
Anyway, let’s move on to a few favorites that are blooming
right now.

Geranium maculatum:
This month’s geranium is one that’s native to New England. It will
take quite a bit of shade and has wonderful pink flowers. It spreads
fairly quickly without being invasive and is a great groundcover for
areas that you want covered with little fuss. There’s also one with
dark bronze foliage called ‘Espresso’, if you want something a little
different.
Herbaceous Peonies:
Peonies come into their own this month, single or double, in all
shades of pink, coral, red, yellow and white. Their blossoms make
great cut flowers, and many have a beautiful, soft scent.

Roses:
Another plant that people have written entire books on without even
scratching the surface, roses are another plant that I think everyone
can have, if they want them. For those who want some degree of
challenge/work, there are Hybrid Tea roses and Floribundas, English
cottage roses like the David Austin Series. For those who want less
commitment, there are landscape roses like the Knock Out or Drift
series. These roses are “self cleaning”, meaning that you don’t have
to deadhead them (remove spent blooms) in order for them to bloom
again. I have one in my garden that blooms heavily into November
and I hardly touch it. I could go in and on, but instead will end by

plugging the “At Last” Rose by Proven Winners. At last (thus the
name) there is an easy Landscape rose with all the fragrance of an
old fashioned rose. If you like peachy pink and can find one, I highly
recommend it as an addition to the garden.

‘At Last’!

Allium, or Ornamental Onion:
You have probably seen these lollipop- like flowers in gardens,
sticking up cheekily amongst other plants. Some are sold as bulbs in
the fall, but some of the smaller ones are treated more like
perennials. They add a touch of humor to the garden, and that’s
always a good thing, right?

Climbing Hydrangea:
This plant isn’t to be taken lightly, as it needs room to grow, is heavy,
and will attach itself to things (house, windows, drain pipes, etc)
without a second thought. But in the right place, it’s a showstopper.
The bees love the blossoms which dry and persist into the winter,
and the vines become great hiding and nesting places for birds. This
is a great plant to cover up a chain link fence or a wall that has seen
better days.

Iris:
I had to put Iris right after Peonies, because together they are
breathtaking. (The opposite of the story I told earlier.) Pair Paeonia
‘Sarah Bernhardt’ with a variegated Iris like Iris ensata ‘Variegata’
and you have a combination that will not only look fantastic when
they are in bloom, but whose foliage will remain interesting together
all summer. There are so many kinds of Iris that there are whole
books on them, and they come in almost any color you can think of;
purple, blue, yellow, white, peach… even black!

There are so many more, but I’m sure you have other things to do
besides read this list, and you probably want to get out in the garden.
More about what you can do out there next week!

For an interactive list of plants for Month, click here.
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